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LOCAL GOVERNMENT — GIFT AND TRAVEL DECLARATIONS 
Statement by Minister for Local Government 

MR P.T. MILES (Wanneroo — Minister for Local Government) [12.05 pm]: I wish to inform the house of 
some important work that is being led by the Department of Local Government and Communities on the 
requirement for local government elected members and senior employees to declare the receipt of gifts and 
contributions to travel. Although the declaration of gifts and travel contributions has been a requirement for 
some time, this year’s passage of the City of Perth Act 2016 made some changes to the timing of the disclosure 
of those gifts and travel contributions. The changes require that gift and travel declarations must be made to 
a local government’s CEO within 10 days of receipt and also be entered into an online register. Previously, 
declarations were only made annually. 

The passage of the City of Perth Act and the resulting amendments to the Local Government Act 1995 shed light 
on misconceptions about and perceived inconsistencies with gift and travel declaration requirements within the 
local government sector. I do not intend to introduce a new declaration framework this term. However, now is an 
opportune time to review the existing requirements and develop alternatives for consideration in the future. 
There will be extensive consultation with the sector, and I agree that there is a need to introduce a simple system 
for gift declarations. Changes are needed to provide clarity to councillors and officers alike and establish 
a commonsense approach to the acceptance of gifts and invitations that reflects the contemporary environment in 
which local government operates. To this end, I have established a gifts working group, which will be led by my 
department. Its membership includes the Western Australian Local Government Association, Local Government 
Managers Australia and elected members and CEOs of metropolitan and regional local governments. I have 
asked the group to develop a simple, streamlined approach for declaring gifts. I want a system that enables 
elected members to represent their communities at events and functions. Importantly, I want the group to 
consider strategies that will strengthen local government accountability and transparency. As I mentioned, recent 
amendments to the timing of gift declarations have revealed confusion in the sector and it is important that 
elected members and senior employees continue to acquit their responsibilities appropriately. The community 
has the right to hold its elected members to a high standard. Declarations such as this are an important way of 
demonstrating that local government operates in an open and accountable manner. I will keep the house updated 
on developments. 
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